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Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

English Language Arts – Writing 

Unit Title: 

Unit 1: Launching the Writing Workshop 

Grade Level: 

Kindergarten – Second Grade 

Unit Summary: 

     In this unit, students become familiar with the routines of a writing workshop, which will 

support learning for the remainder of the school year. 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

• W.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 

informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some 

information about the topic. 

• W.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several 

loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a 

reaction to what happened 

• W.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from 

peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

• W.K.8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather 

information from provided sources to answer a question. 

• W.1.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about 

the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

• W.1.5. With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and 

suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

• W.2.3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of 

events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal 

event order, and provide a sense of closure. 

• W.2.5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen 

writing as needed by revising and editing. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

• How do writers come up with ideas? 

• How do pictures help to tell a story? 

• How can writers turn pictures into 

words? 

• What do writers use to make their work 

better? 

• How do writers elaborate? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

• All students have stories to tell. 

Unit Learning Targets: 

Students will… 

• Generate ideas 

• Illustrate ideas 

• Write/illustrate daily about topic of their choice 

• Discuss their ideas/writing at conferences 

• Share their ideas/writing with the class 

• Add details to pictures or words 



• Begin new projects 

• Use, retrieve, and return supplies appropriately 

• Use detailed illustrations to tell a story 

• Use pictures and words to tell a story 

• Apply sound/letter relationships 

• Use available resources (alphabet charts, word walls, name charts, etc.) 

• Organize finished and ongoing work 

• Write longer, detailed stories 

• Become familiar with different types/styles of writing 

• Write about real-life or life-inspired experiences 

• Revise work and elaborate 

• Edit work for spelling mistakes 

• Add detail and color to illustrations 

• Celebrate becoming successful writers and illustrators 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment: 

• Published piece 

• Assessment Checklist for Launching the Writer’s Workshop 

Formative Assessments: 

• Writing folder 

• Daily Writing 

• Participation 

• Conference notes 

Lesson Plans 

Lesson Timeframe 

Baseline Writing Assessment One Day 

Part One: Working Independently in a Writing 

Workshop 

• Session 1: Starting the Writing 

Workshop 

• Session 2: Carrying On Independently as 

Writers 

• Session 3: Using Supplies Independently 

• Session 4: Telling Stories in Illustrations 

• Session 5: Drawing Even Hard-to-Make 

Ideas 

 

One to Two Weeks 

Part 2: Using Writing, Along with Pictures, to 

Tell Each Story 

• Session 6: Using Both Pictures and 

Words, Like Famous Authors 

• Session 7: Stretching and Writing Words 

• Session 8: Stretching and Writing 

Words: Initial Sounds (Kindergarten) 

• Session 9: Spelling the Best We Can…and 

Moving On 

• Session 10: Using Writing Tools 

(alphabet chart, word walls, etc.) 

One Week 



 

Part 3: Writing Longer, More Varied, More 

Thoughtful Pieces 

• Session 11: Creating a Place for Writing-

in-Progress: Long Term Projects 

• Session 12: Introducing Booklets 

• Session 13: Widening Writing 

Possibilities: Lists and Letters 

• Session 14: Widening Writing 

Possibilities: Real-World Purposes 

 

One to Two Weeks 

Part 4: Preparing for Publication 

• Session 15: Fixing Up Writing 

• Session 16: Editing and Fancying Up 

Writing 

• Session 17: Reading into the Circle: An 

Author Celebration 

One Week 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

• Variety of Paper Styles (lines/picture boxes/stationary) 

• Two pocket folders (red dot on left pocket, green dot on right pocket) 

• Date stamp 

• Alphabet charts, name walls, word walls, etc. 

• Post-It Notes 

• Stapler 

• Tape 

• Ready-made booklets (3-4 sheets of paper stapled together) 

• Colored pencils 

Teacher Resources: 

• Launching the Writing Workshop (Heinemann, 2003) 

• Resource CD-Rom 

• The Conferring Handbook 

• My Little Island by Frane Lessac (detailed illustration for everyone to see) 

• Corduroy by Don Freedman 

• Books by Donald Crews and/or Richard Scarry 

• The Paperboy by Dav Pilkey 

• Familiar picture and word books 

• White boards 

• Chart paper and markers 

• Ready-made large booklet 

• Decorations for author celebration 

• Anchor Chart: Generating Ideas 

• Anchor Chart: When I’m Done 

 

  



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

English Language Arts – Writing 

Unit Title: 

Unit 2: Small Moments: Personal Narrative Writing 

Grade Level: 

Kindergarten – Second Grade 

Unit Summary: 

     In this unit, students retell a sequence of events as they write personal stories.  They continue to 

write daily and improve their work with the help of their peers. 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

• W.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several 

loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a 

reaction to what happened 

• W.1.3. Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, 

include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and 

provide some sense of closure. 

• W.1.5. With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and 

suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

• W.2.3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of 

events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal 

event order, and provide a sense of closure. 

• W.2.5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen 

writing as needed by revising and editing. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

• What are small moment stories? 

• How do you tell a story across your 

fingers? 

• How does a partner help make writing 

better? 

• How do writers plan to write stories? 

• What is the most important part of a 

story? 

• How do thoughts and feelings make 

writing better? 

• How do you write an effective ending? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

• All students have small moments in their 

lives which can become the basis of story 

writing. 

Unit Learning Targets: 

Students will… 

• write small moment stories across several pages. 

• establish partnerships. 

• plan for upcoming work with a partner. 

• listen to how authors stretch moments across several pages. 

• plan their own writing by touching each page and saying what they will write. 

• apply sound/letter relationships. 

• recognize the difference between sketching and drawing. 



• plan detailed stories by orally telling their stories before writing them. 

• apply the strategy of telling a story across one’s fingers to produce stories that have a beginning, 

middle, and end. 

• practice telling stories across your fingers to a partner. 

• use available resources for spelling. 

• identify the most important part of their story and add details to that part and removing other 

parts. 

• add thoughts and feelings to personal narratives. 

• write effective story endings. 

• revise and edit stories with a partner 

• share stories with visitors. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment: 

• Published piece 

• Assessment Checklist for Small Moments: Personal Narrative Writing 

Formative Assessments: 

• Writing folder 

• Daily Writing 

• Participation 

• Conference notes 

Lesson Plans 

Lesson Timeframe 

Part 1: Beginning Small Moment Stories 

• Session 1: Understanding a Small Moment 

Story 

• Session 2: Discovering One Small Moment 

• Session 3: Establishing Long-Term 

Partnerships 

• Session 4: Stretching One Small Moment 

One Week 

Part 2: Getting More Writing on the Page 

• Session 5: Stretching and Writing Words 

• Session 6: Sketching Rather than Drawing 

• Session 7: Planning Details 

• Session 8: Internalizing Story Shapes 

• Session 9: Storytelling with Partners 

• Session 10: Writing Some Words in a Snap 

Two Weeks 

Part 3: Teaching Revision Strategies 

• Session 11: Focusing on the Most 

Important Part 

• Session 12: Revealing Internal Stories 

• Session 13: Writing Close-In Story Endings 

Two Weeks 

Part 4: Preparing for Publication 

• Session 14: Revising and Editing with 

Partners 

• Session 15: Reading Aloud with Visitors: 

An Author’s Celebration 

One Week 



Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

• Writing Booklets 

• Writing Folders 

• Partnership paper 

• Stapler/tape 

• Word Wall including high frequency words 

• Comments pages 

Teacher Resources: 

• Small Moments: Personal Narrative Writing (Heinemann, 2003) 

• Resource CD 

• The Conferring Handbook  

• Conferring with Primary Writers 

• Conference Notebook 

• Writing Samples 

• A Chair for Mother by Vera  B. Williams 

• The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn 

• Salt Hands by Chelsea Aragon 

• Chart paper and markers 

• White board 

• Anchor Chart: Writing Small Moments (see pg. 33) 

• Anchor Chart: Three Steps to Write (see pg. 49) 

• Anchor Chart: How to Fix a Piece (see pg. 110) 

 

  



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

English Language Arts – Writing 

Unit Title: 

Unit 3: Writing for Readers – Teaching Skills and Strategies 

Grade Level: 

Kindergarten – Second Grade 

Unit Summary: 

     In this unit, students improve the quality of their writing by addressing readability issues and 

expecting the transfer of phonics and spelling skills to writing.  Students will effectively utilize all of the 

resources (word walls, high frequency lists, etc) available to them. 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

• L.K.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing. 

• L.1.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing. 

• W.1.5. With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and 

suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

• L.2.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, 

and spelling when writing. 

• W.2.5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen 

writing as needed by revising and editing. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

• What makes a writing piece readable? 

• How can students write fluently? 

• How can students write a more focused 

narrative? 

• How can students work together to make 

writing easier to read? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

• Working with a partner can make writing 

better. 

Unit Learning Targets: 

Students will… 

• write in ways that others can read. 

• review work and organize it based on the qualities of each piece. 

• hear and record sounds in the words they write. 

• recognize sight words to write with more fluency. 

• use finger spacing between words to making reading easier. 

• write focused narratives. 

• use available resources for spelling (word walls, name walls, etc.) 

• write with audience in mind. 

• revise with a partner. 

• edit for sound, spelling, and punctuation with a partner. 

• sort pieces into hard-to-read and easy-to-read piles and discuss reasoning for each placement. 

• share stories with an audience. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment: 



• Published piece 

• Assessment Checklist for Writing for Readers: Teaching Skills and Strategies 

Formative Assessments: 

• Writing folder 

• Daily Writing 

• Participation 

• Conference notes 

Lesson Plans 

Lesson Timeframe 

Part 1: Inspiring Children to Write for Readers 

• Session 1: Inspiring Children to Write for 

Readers 

• Session 2: Examining Readable and 

Unreadable Writing 

One Week 

Part 2: Recording Sounds, Words, Silences, and 

Meanings 

• Session 3: Stretching and Writing Words 

• Session 4: Writing with Sight Words 

• Session 5: Spacing Words 

• Session 6: Checking Content - Focused 

Small Moment Stories 

One Week 

Part 3: Focusing on High Frequency Words 

• Session 7: Learning More Sight Words 

• Session 8: Using Personal Word Walls 

• Session 9: Writing More, and More Clearly 

One Week 

Part 4: Writing with Partners 

• Session 10: Writing for Partners 

• Session 11: Revising with Partners 

• Session 12: Peer Editing – Adding More 

Sounds 

• Session 13: Peer Editing – Spelling 

• Session 14: Peer Editing - Punctuation 

Two Weeks 

Part 5: Preparing for Publication 

• Session 15: Selecting Easy-to-Read Writing 

• Session 16: Sharing and Reflection – An 

Author’s Celebration 

One Week 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

• Writing folders 

• Writing booklets 

• Variety of paper 

• Personal Word Wall in plastic sleeves (kept in writing folder from here out) 

• Construction paper 

Teacher Resources: 

• Writing for Readers: Teaching Skills and Strategies (Heinemann, 2003) 

• Resource CD 



• The Conferring Handbook  

• Conferring with Primary Writers 

• Conference Notebook 

• Variety of writing samples to share 

• White boards with markers and erasers 

• Chart paper and markers 

• Mrs. Wishy-Washy by Joy Cowley 

• Refreshments for celebration 

• Ceremonial bell 

• Anchor Chart: Easy to Read Writing (see pg. 13) 

• Anchor Chart: Word Writing Steps (see pg. 33) 

 

  



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

English Language Arts – Writing 

Unit Title: 

Unit 4: The Craft of Revision 

Grade Level: 

Kindergarten – Second Grade 

Unit Summary: 

     In this unit, students apply the principles of revision to perfect their writing pieces.  They work 

thoughtfully and methodically, alone and with a partner, to add, expand, or omit information.  They 

must be able to justify the choices they have made.  

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

• W.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 

informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some 

information about the topic. 

• W.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several 

loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a 

reaction to what happened. 

• W.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from 

peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

• W.1.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about 

the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

• W.1.3. Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, 

include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and 

provide some sense of closure. 

• W.1.5. With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and 

suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

• W.2.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and 

definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

• W.2.3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of 

events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal 

event order, and provide a sense of closure. 

• W.2.5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen 

writing as needed by revising and editing. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

• How can we make our writing better? 

• What tools make revision easier? 

• How can dialogue be added to improve 

writing? 

• What information can be omitted from 

writing? 

• How can beginnings and endings be 

improved? 

• How will a partner help improve writing? 

• How can we use authors to help make our 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

• Through rereading and revision, writing 

becomes a tool for thinking. 



writing better? 

Unit Learning Targets: 

Students will… 

• make suggestions for ways to improve writing (adding more detail). 

• utilize tools to insert new text into a draft. 

• revise for reasons. 

• add dialogue. 

• omit unnecessary information from their draft. 

• assess their writing to make a plan for revision. 

• rewrite leads. 

• express their writing goals. 

• use details to make images in their writing. 

• revise endings. 

• revise work as they are writing it. 

• work with a partner to revise drafts using authors as a reference source. 

• transform writing into a different genre. 

• identify places where revisions have occurred.  

• share writing with an audience and explain their work with revisions. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment: 

• Published piece 

• Assessment Checklist for The Craft of Revision 

Formative Assessments: 

• Writing folder 

• Daily Writing 

• Participation 

• Conference notes 

Lesson Plans 

Lesson Timeframe 

Part 1: Learning the Basics of Revision 

• Session 1: Introducing Revision 

• Session 2: Adding into the Middles of Text 

• Session 3: Adding Dialogue 

• Session 4: Revising by Taking Away 

• Session 5: Planning Revision 

Two Weeks 

Part 2: Learning Qualities of Good Writing 

• Session 6: Revising Leads 

• Session 7: Teaching Children to Confer 

About Writing 

• Session 8: Showing, Not Telling 

• Session 9: Learning More About Showing, 

Not Telling 

• Session 10: Revising Endings 

• Session 11: Revising While Writing 

• Session 12: Partnering for Revision 

• Session 13: Revising One’s Genre 

Three Weeks 



• Session 14: Learning Revision from 

Authors 

Part 3: Preparing for Publication 

• Session 15: Preparing to Celebrate 

• Session 16: Setting Up a Revision Museum 

– An Author’s Celebration 

One Week 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

• Writing folders 

• Writing booklets 

• Variety of paper (need letter paper and how-to paper) 

• Personal Word Wall in plastic sleeves  

• Revision pens of various colors 

• Revision folders 

• Tool boxes (revision pens, scissors, papers, staplers, tape, sticky note) 

• Pre-cut two inch strips of paper and tape (kindergarten only) 

Teacher Resources: 

• The Craft of Revision (Heinemann, 2003) 

• Resource CD 

• The Conferring Handbook  

• Conferring with Primary Writers 

• Conference Notebook 

• Variety of writing samples to share 

• Sticky notes 

• Owl Moon by Jane Yolen 

• A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams 

• Mike Mulligan by Virginia Lee Burton 

• Koala Lou by Mem Fox 

• Two “Conferring Center” signs 

• Dedication pages from different books 

• Chart paper with different color markers and different styles 

• Invitations to celebration 

• Bell to signal time to move 

• Refreshments for celebration 

• Anchor Chart: Writers Revise (see pg. 5, add more pg. 23, 30, 38, 63, 101-102) 

• Anchor Chart: Checklist (see pg. 40-41) 

• Anchor Chart: How Writers Revise (see pg. 60) 

• Anchor Chart: Why Writers Revise (see pg. 61) 

• Anchor Chart: A Writing Teacher’s Job (see pg. 94) 

 

  



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

English Language Arts – Writing 

Unit Title: 

Unit 5: Authors as Mentors 

Grade Level: 

Kindergarten – Second Grade 

Unit Summary: 

     In this unit, students study the characteristics and traits of an author’s craft.  They then try to emulate 

the author’s style in their own writing selections. 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

• W.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several 

loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a 

reaction to what happened. 

• W.K.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of books by a 

favorite author and express opinions about them). 

• W.1.3. Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, 

include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and 

provide some sense of closure. 

• W.2.3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of 

events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal 

event order, and provide a sense of closure. 

• W.2.5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen 

writing as needed by revising and editing. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

• Why do authors use ellipses? 

• What are small moments? 

• How can repeated words improve writing? 

• How can several small moment stories be 

linked together? 

• How will an editing checklist improve 

writing? 

• What is an “About the Author” blurb? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

• Authors develop a unique style of writing. 

Unit Learning Targets: 

Students will… 

• identify and create small moment writing 

• describe the purpose of and use ellipses in writing 

• develop craft skills by repeating lines for dramatic purposes 

• revise and add research details 

• link several small moments with details together to create a new text structure 

• compare characteristics of different authors’ writing styles 

• use an editing checklist to improve writing 

• write an “About the Author” blurb 

• incorporate learned skills into their writing 

• share and discuss craft choices from their own writing 



Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment: 

• Published piece 

• Assessment Checklist for Authors as Mentors 

Formative Assessments: 

• Writing folder 

• Daily Writing 

• Participation 

• Conference notes 

Lesson Plans 

Lesson Timeframe 

Part 1: Crafting as in Angela Johnson’s Books 

• Session 1: Discovering Small Moments, as 

Angela Might 

• Session 2: Stretching Small Moments, as 

Angela Might 

• Session 3: Studying Angela’s Writing: 

Ellipses Create Dramatic Tension 

• Session 4: Learning from Angela: Writing 

with Ellipses 

• Session 5: Studying Angela’s Writing: 

Comeback Lines 

• Session 6: Learning from Angela: Writing 

Comeback Lines 

• Session 7: Studying Angela’s Writing, the 

Learning from It: Using Research Details 

• Session 8: Studying One Text for Many 

Lessons 

Three Weeks 

Part 2: Working with a New Text Structure 

• Session 9: Noticing a New Text Structure: A 

Many Moments Story 

• Session 10: Trying a New Text Structure: 

Writing a Many Moments Story 

• Session 11: Trying a New Text Structure: 

Writing a Many Moments Story with 

Details 

One Week 

Part 3: Finding Writing Mentors in All Authors 

• Session 12: Studying New Authors as 

Mentors 

• Session 13: Emulating Authors in Ways 

That Matter 

• Session 14: Turning to Authors for Specific 

Help 

One Week 

Part 4: Preparing for Publication 

• Session 15: Editing for Publication 

• Session 16: Writing “About the Author” 

One Week 



Blurbs 

• Session 17: Talking and Reading to an 

Audience: An Author’s Celebration 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

• Writing folders 

• Writing booklets 

• Variety of paper (need letter paper and how-to paper) 

• Small, spiral notebooks 

• Chart paper booklets 

• Lanyards or yarn 

• Scissors, tape, staplers 

• Writing Booklets(4-5 pages each) 

• Revision pens, paper, tape 

• Sticky notes 

• Trouble List of Words 

• Clipboards 

Teacher Resources: 

• Authors as Mentors (Heinemann, 2003) 

• Resource CD 

• The Conferring Handbook  

• Conferring with Primary Writers 

• Conference Notebook 

• Sample Writing Selections 

• Angela Johnson’s books (Joshua’s Night Whispers, The Leaving Morning, Do Like Kyla, Joshua by 

the Sea, Mama Bird Baby Birds, One of Three, Rain Feet, When I Am Old with You) 

• Parent Letter 

• The Other Way to Listen by Byrd Baylor 

• The Wise Woman and Her Secret by Eve Merriam 

• Teacher’s Idea Notebook 

• Craft Chart – bulletin board size (see pg. 22, 38-39, 50, 66, 67, 78) 

• Blank Copy of Craft Chart 

• Make Way for Ducklings 

• Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst 

• Shortcut by Donald Crews 

• White board/ Markers 

• Blank Charts with Squares (see pg. 86) 

• Sample “About the Author” pages 

• Anchor Chart – “What Might Go Into an ‘About the Author’ Blurb?” (see pg. 126) 

 

  



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

English Language Arts – Writing 

Unit Title: 

Unit 6: Nonfiction Writing: Procedures and Reports 

Grade Level: 

Kindergarten – Second Grade 

Unit Summary: 

     In this unit, students will write and publish several How-To texts and then they will write and publish 

informational books around a central message.   At the conclusion of this unit, students will place their 

published work in the school library. 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

• W.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 

informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some 

information about the topic. 

• W.K.5. With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions and suggestions from 

peers and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

• W.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce and 

publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

• W.K.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of books by a 

favorite author and express opinions about them). 

• W.1.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about 

the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

• W.1.5. With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and 

suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

• W.1.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 

publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

• W.1.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” 

books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of instructions). 

• W.2.2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and 

definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

• W.2.5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen 

writing as needed by revising and editing. 

• W.2.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 

publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

• W.2.7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a 

single topic to produce a report; record science observations). 

Unit Essential Questions: 

• What are How-To Books? 

• What subjects do you already know a lot 

about? 

• What subjects would you like to know 

more about? 

• How do text features enhance nonfiction 

writing? 

• What strategies can you use to write new 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

• One purpose of writing is to present 

information for others to learn about. 



words? 

• How are informational texts structured? 

Unit Learning Targets: 

Students will… 

• write to teach each other how to do different things 

• recognize the purpose of a how-to book 

• identify and incorporate requirements of how-to genre 

• study a variety of how-to texts for style purposes 

• revise and edit writing selection for publication 

• identify features of informational writing including table of contents and diagrams 

• choose a topic to research and write about 

• revise work with the assistance of a peer (“Does anything in this chapter belong elsewhere?”) 

• utilize strategies to write big words 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment: 

• Published piece 

• Assessment Checklist for Nonfiction Writing: Procedures and Reports 

Formative Assessments: 

• Writing folder 

• Daily Writing 

• Participation 

• Conference notes 

Lesson Plans 

Lesson Timeframe 

Part 1: Writing How-To Books 

• Session 1: Introducing How-To Books 

• Session 2: Checking for Clarity 

• Session 3: Revising Words and Pictures 

• Session 4: Incorporating Features of How-

To Writing 

• Session 5: Revising: Learning from a 

Variety of How-To Writing 

• Session 6: Editing: Using Periods, 

Parenthesis, and Colons 

Three Weeks 

Part 2: Writing All-About Books 

• Session 7: Introducing All-About Books 

• Session 8: Structuring All-About Books: 

The Table of Contents 

• Session 9: Planning Each Chapter: 

Choosing Papers and Structures 

• Session 10: Making Labeled Diagrams 

• Session 11: Making Texts that Teach 

• Session 12: Revising: Learning From Each 

Other’s Writing 

• Session 13: Revising: Fitting Information 

Into Writing 

Three Weeks 



• Session 14: Editing: Becoming Resourceful 

Word Solvers 

• Session 15: Celebrating Nonfiction Writing: 

Ceremonial Book Placements 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

• Writing folders 

• Writing booklets 

• Variety of paper (need letter paper and how-to paper) 

• Variety of booklets (4 pages) 

• Sticky Notes 

• White Boards 

• “How-To Helpers” Checklist 

• Table of Contents paper 

• Index cards 

Teacher Resources: 

• Nonfiction Writing: Procedures and Reports (Heinemann, 2003) 

• Resource CD 

• The Conferring Handbook  

• Conferring with Primary Writers 

• Conference Notebook 

• Sample Writing Selections 

• Chart paper, markers 

• Basket of How-To Books 

• Anchor Chart: “How-To Topics” (see pg. 3) 

• Anchor Chart: “How to Write a How-To Book” (see pg. 12) 

• The Pumpkin Book by Gail Gibbons 

• Anchor Chart: “How-To Helpers” (pg. 32, 36) 

• Assessment Rubric 

• Anchor Chart: “Revision Checklist for How-To Books” (see pg. 48) 

• Collection of All-About Books with Table of Contents and Chapters 

• Anchor Chart; “All-About Books Often Have” (see pg. 59, 61, 69, 106) 

• Parent Letter 

• Graduation supplies (mortarboard-type hat; tissue paper flower; Pomp and Circumstance; light 

refreshments) 

 

  



Unit Overview 

Content Area: 

English Language Arts – Writing 

Unit Title: 

Unit 7: Poetry: Powerful Thoughts in Tiny Packages 

Grade Level: 

Kindergarten – Second Grade 

Unit Summary: 

     In this unit, students will read and write with an “ear,” appreciating and revising the pace and rhythm 

of words.  They study how to care about how they write about their topics, not just the topics 

themselves. 

Learning Targets 

Common Core Standards: 

• W.K.2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 

informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and supply some 

information about the topic. 

• W.K.3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several 

loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a 

reaction to what happened 

• W.K.6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to produce and 

publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

• W.1.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 

publish writing, including in collaboration with peers 

• W.2.3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of 

events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal 

event order, and provide a sense of closure 

• W.2.6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and 

publish writing, including in collaboration with peers 

Unit Essential Questions: 

• How do poems sound? 

• What does poetry look like? 

• How do patterns make poems complete? 

• How do poets create meaning in their 

poetry? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

• Authors convey meaning through a variety 

of formats including poetry. 

Unit Learning Targets: 

Students will… 

• write about common objects to see concrete details in fresh ways 

• experiment with format 

• read poems making their voice support the meaning 

• examine previous writing to find pieces to turn into poetry 

• write with strong feelings to create mental images 

• explore poetic language and voice 

• use precise words to convey meaning 

• use repetition and other patterns to support meaning 

• convey meaning by comparing and contrasting objects or ideas in poems 

• turn prose into poetry 



• revise and edit poetry 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment: 

• Published piece 

• Assessment Checklist for Poetry: Powerful Thoughts in Tiny Packages 

Formative Assessments: 

• Writing folder 

• Daily Writing 

• Participation 

• Conference notes 

Lesson Plans 

Lesson Timeframe 

Part 1: Creating the Poetry Museum 

• Session 1: Seeing with Poets’ Eyes 

• Session 2: Listening for Line Breaks 

• Session 3: Hearing the Music in Poetry 

One Week 

Part 2: Putting Powerful Thoughts in Tiny Packages 

• Session 4: Putting Powerful Thoughts in 

Tiny Packages 

• Session 5: Finding Ingredients for a Poem 

• Session 6: Showing, Not Telling 

One Week 

Part 3: Focusing on Language and Sound 

• Session 7: Hearing the Voices of Poetry 

• Session 8: Searching for Honest, Precise 

Words 

• Session 9: Patterning on the Page 

One Week 

Part 4: Bringing Together Language and Meaning 

• Session 10: Using Comparisons to Convey 

Feelings 

• Session 11: Contrasting Ordinary and 

Poetic Language 

• Session 12: Stretching Out a Comparison 

(Sustaining a Metaphor) 

One Week 

Part 5: We’re in Charge of Celebrations 

• Session 13: Finding Treasures in Discard 

Drafts 

• Session 14: Contrasting Poems with Stories 

• Session 15: Revising and Editing Poetry 

• Session 16: Presenting Poems to the 

World: An Author’s Celebration 

Two Weeks 

Additional Resources 

Student Resources: 

• Poetry folders 

• Revision folders 

• Observation paper with room for picture and words 

• Poetry paper 



• Tiny topic notepads (see Un. 5) 

• Necklace made from patterned beads 

• Special paper clip 

Teacher Resources: 

• Poetry: Powerful Thoughts in Tiny Packages (Heinemann, 2003) 

• Resource CD 

• The Conferring Handbook  

• Conferring with Primary Writers 

• Conference Notebook 

• Sample poems 

• Objects for poetry museum 

• Sample poems on chart paper (see pg. 2-3, 8) 

• The Other Way to Listen by Byrd Baylor 

• Chunks of poem written on word cards 

• Anchor Chart: “Strategies Poets Use” (see pg. 33, 67) 

• “Valentine for Ernest Mann” by Naomi Nye 

• Anchor Chart: “Speaking to the Object/Lyrical Voice” (see pg. 62) 

• Blank chart paper 

• “Go Wind” by Lillian Moore (see pg. 75) 

• “Inside My Heart” by Zoe Ryder White (see pg. 83) 

• Two-column Chart (Ordinary Language/Poetic Language) (see pg. 91-92) 

• Editing Chart (see pg. 128) 

• Assessment Rubric 

 


